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Disabled Access 2015/16 

Arriving 

 Visitors arriving at Newnham College are advised to park in Fawcett car park near 

main entrance on Sidgwick Avenue, CB3 9DF.  

 Disabled visitors should contact the Head Porter - head.porter@newn.cam.ac.uk - 

to reserve a space in advance and to arrange any special requirements eg. wheelchair 

or assistance to meet & greet upon arrival. 

 Wheelchair users are advised to enter via Fawcett car park entrance.  

Access 

 There is level access to all entrances, apart from two stone steps to the main 

entrance into the Porters' Lodge. 

 The grounds and gardens are generally level, and most areas are accessible. 

 Most of Newnham College is at ground level, and the majority of the rooms are 

accessed via a long corridor. This corridor is mainly all on one level but has ramps 

where needed.  

 There are two manual wheelchairs are available to borrow.  

Rooms and Facilities 

 There are a number of student rooms with nearby accessible bathrooms. Presently 

in 2015/16 we have no en-suite fully accessible bedrooms, but the College is able to 

adapt bedrooms and associated facilities to meet the individual needs of those 

students in residence. As part of a new building project the College will have, by 

October 2018, five fully accessible en-suite student rooms. 

 The Library has level access through two double doors, with swipe card security. Lift 

to upper level. Spacious, with wide aisles. Large workspaces with moveable chairs. 

Walkway gives access to Old Library. Disabled toilet next door. 

 The Buttery (cafeteria) has automatic doors at either end of the corridor to allow 

easy access and a lift up to the Lucia Windsor Room – there are accessible toilets on 

both the ground and first floor in this area. 

 The current Bar has steps down to it but is accessible with wheelchair lift. Spacious 

inside, mostly stools and round tables. There is a disabled toilet next to the bar. 

 The current Porters’ Lodge - Ground floor, but up two steps from main entrance. 

Level access via Fawcett car park entrance. The post/pigeon holes are kept in main 

foyer on ground floor with automatic swipe card door access. 

 The current gym with level access, induction required. There is a sports field and 

four tennis courts on site. There is no pavilion as College facilities can be used. 

 The Old Labs performance space, often used for musical events, has level access. It 

also has a music practice rooms with level access. 
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 There are two main central laundries at each end of the College on the ground floor 

– fully accessible. 

 The Fawcett JCR has level access, spacious and carpeted inside. Disabled toilet 

outside.  

 The MCR has level access, but no toilet. 

Accessible toilets and shower rooms  

 Fawcett Ground floor (opposite the JCR, close to the Bar) - wc 

 Sidgwick Ground floor (opposite Sidgwick Hall meeting room) - full shower room 

and wc 

 Clough Ground floor (close to the College Hall and Buttery) - wc 

 Clough First floor (close to the Lucia Windsor Room) – full shower room and wc 

Assistance 

 The College has experience of working with people with different abilities and 

disabilities, and will ensure that all routes and facilities are clearly explained and that 

assistance is available throughout the visit when requested in advance. 

 The College has experience of working with the University Disability Resource 

Centre (DRC) to ensure that individual needs are accommodated and rooms are 

adapted as required. 

 Assistance dogs could possibly be accommodated, but would need to be discussed 

well in advance. 

 One live-in assistant at a time could be accommodated in the College.  

 Special hardware or software for visually impaired users could be acquired if 

necessary. 

 Large print information and letters on request. 

 Induction loop (hearing aids available). 

 Pillow vibration alarms available. 

 

Here is a link to the University Disability Resource Centre Website 

http://www.disability.admin.cam.ac.uk/access-around-university/access-colleges 
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