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Follow our special College Twitter
account @Newnham_College and 
the @NewnhamRoll account. 
Please ‘like’ our Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/NewnhamCollege 
to keep up to date with College news
and events.



The way that Newnham and Cambridge change women’s lives came
home to me with great force during my recent trip abroad. Invitations to
speak in New Zealand and Australia enabled me to meet alumnae in
Wellington and Sydney before meeting up with Penny Hubbard for our
annual visit to Singapore and Hong Kong. 

In New Zealand and Australia our alumnae’s eagerness to know what
we are doing was palpable. There was much enthusiasm for the
planned replacement of Strachey with better facilities for students,
especially en suite rooms, a larger gym, and a social space serving as
coffee shop and bar.

After these happy events some warm emails arrived. A young member
who has recently moved to NZ wrote to say: ‘It was a pleasure to meet
[Dame Carol] and fellow Newnhamites, and the occasion has added to
my sense of feeling ‘at home’ in Wellington … The building works and
the vision for the College give me every confidence that the Newnham I
know and love is in great shape for the future.’

From Australia one of our more senior roll members wrote: ‘Newnham
has given me the base from which to launch into a selection of diverse
occupations … including research in metallurgy, business, re-
establishing lacrosse in NSW, and standing for federal parliament …
Thank you Newnham for my lifelong friendships … As an immigrant in
a distant land, connections with Cambridge alumnae have a special
significance.’

In Singapore Penny and I made a series of school visits – building firm
relationships and giving the schools a better understanding of what we
can offer. The highlight of the trip was our reception at the Singapore
Cricket Club. It was almost like being on the hallowed ground at Lord’s.
Our Singapore alumnae did us proud!

A busy programme in Hong Kong followed. I spoke at an event
organised by the British Consul-General on Health in the Workplace; at
a dinner for eminent business people on The Meaning of Success; and
at a breakfast meeting for over 50 Oxbridge alumnae. Penny and I
visited six schools. Again, the highlight was a dinner for alumnae and
partners in the Hong Kong Club, hosted by Joy Shan Lam Kung (NC
1989). This reunion has a tremendous family feel to it. I sat next to
Honorary Fellow Professor Rosie Young, a pioneer for women in
medicine in Hong Kong, and a great supporter of Newnham. She gave
a rousing speech in aid of the HK Bursary which is being created by
the group. 

The power of Newnham to change lives, and to continue to affect them,
was very evident at all our alumnae events. Our memories are rich and
happy ones. 
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2  collegenews

Honorary Degrees 
We are very proud that two Newnhamites will receive Honorary Degrees this year from the University of
Cambridge. Judith Jarvis Thomson (NC 1950), Professor of Philosophy Emerita and formerly Laurence S.
Rockefeller Professor of Philosophy, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, moral and metaphysical
philosopher, will be awarded the title of the degree of Doctor of Letters honoris causa. Rabbi Julia
Babette Sarah, Baroness Neuberger (NC 1969), Senior Rabbi to the West London Synagogue, formerly
Chief Executive of the King’s Fund, and sometime Chancellor of the University of Ulster, rabbi and medical
ethicist, will be awarded the title of the degree of Doctor of Divinity honoris causa.

Essay prizes 
Following the success of the Woolf Essay
Prizes, Newnham has established a number of
new sixth-form prizes, many funded by
generous donations from alumnae. We are
delighted to have received a total of 275
entries (some pictured), on subjects as varied
as ‘We learn so much more about the past if
we study the role played by women’, ‘Conflict is
more illuminating to historians than peace’, and
‘Does Formula 1 motorcar racing bring benefit
or the reverse to humankind?’. The full range of
questions can be read on our website: search
for ‘Essay Prizes’. Past experience shows that
applicants for these prizes often apply to
Newnham and we are very grateful for the
contributions which have made this possible. 
A prize-giving day will be held for students,
parents and teachers in June.

New composting system
We are delighted to report that, after the garden shed burned down last year, a new one has been
constructed. On the initiative of Head Gardener Tony Arnold, a special composting system has been
installed as part of the rebuild – one which is only in use elsewhere at Kew Gardens! A drain and tank are
installed under the composting bays into which rain water and compost ‘juices’ run. The liquid can be used
as fertiliser or added to compost to increase the composition rate. Newnham is proud to be at the forefront
of such green initiatives.

Persephone Prize
Congratulations to Library trainee, Eve Lacey, who has won the inaugural Persephone Prize for her essay
‘Katherine Mansfield, in the Archive and the Hereafter’. Eve’s winning essay, which was described by the
judges as ‘witty and original’ and ‘an essay that excites the imagination but also the ear too’, appears in the
Persephone Biannually no. 17, and can be read online (www.persephonebooks.co.uk/persephone-prize).
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When approached from a contrastive, cross-linguistic perspective, referring to
oneself exhibits considerable variation. For example, linguists have
encountered fifty-one ways of saying ‘I’ in Japanese and twenty-seven in Thai.
Some of these forms reflect the social distance between the interlocutors,
often signalling deference or even self-denigration, while others distinguish
between the public Self and the private Self, or the physical Self and the
spiritual Self. Moreover, just as there are many different ways to refer to
oneself in a particular language, so each of the forms we use can have
different kinds of meaning. 

Our interests lie at the intersection of contrastive linguistics and philosophy
of language. We aim to address the question as to whether these
superficially considerable cross-linguistic differences correlate with
differences in the ways we conceptualise the Self in different cultures. 
Our hypothesis is that, on the one hand, there is a basic, ‘atomic’ level of
concepts that includes a ‘universal Self’, but on the other a theory of
meaning that studies linguistic interaction has to be built not on the level of
such ‘universal atoms’ but rather on the level of ‘molecular’, culture-specific
concepts. In the process, we question some entrenched orthodoxies in
philosophy of language that see word meaning as static, given by the
language system, and replace them with a dynamic model of meaning.
Languages researched in the project include Amharic, Japanese, Thai,
Mandarin Chinese, Polish, French and English. You can read more about the
project on our project website: www.mml.cam.ac.uk/dtal/expressing-the-self

The project is funded by the Leverhulme Trust and runs from June 2014 
until May 2017. It is firmly based in Newnham College. The Principal
Investigator, Kasia Jaszczolt, is Professorial Fellow and Director of Studies in Linguistics at the College.
She is also Professor of Linguistics and Philosophy of Language at the Department of Theoretical and
Applied Linguistics of the University. Dr Minyao Huang, who is Research Associate on the project and a
member of the same University department, is a Bye-Fellow of the College. In September, Newnham is
going to host a conference entitled Semantics and Philosophy in Europe (http://itservices.newn.cam.ac.uk/
spe8/). The project will feature prominently in the conference in the form of a session called Expressing
the Self: Philosophical and Linguistic Aspects.

Expressing the Self: cultural diversity and
cognitive universals
Professor Kasia Jaszczolt, Professorial Fellow and Director of Studies in
Linguistics

Doctor of Science
Newnham’s Director of Studies in Medicine, Professor Jenny Morton, one of the world’s leading
researchers on Huntington’s disease, has been made a Doctor of Science by the University of Cambridge.
The ScD is the highest degree awarded by the University for distinguished research in science. 

Professor Kasia Jaszczolt

Dr Minyao Huang



Two years ago a flash mob of
400 women aged 60–90+, each
one a non-celeb, appeared at
Tate Modern. In Silver Action, the
American feminist artist Suzanne
Lacy made visible an invisible
mid-century cohort of women
campaigners. In filmed
workshops and conversations we
recounted the past. I met brave
women who had challenged
sexist attitudes at school. One
woman made international news
when she flour-bombed the Miss
World final, hosted by Bob Hope
at the Royal Albert Hall in 1970.
(I, to my shame, agreed to be a
Miss TV Times judge in 1972
and did nothing of the sort.)
There were women who were
regulars at the Greenham
Common peace camp or
campaigned against capital
punishment and child poverty.
Some were pro-abortion activists,
others supported asylum
seekers, the NHS, the miners.
Some women even dared to
believe they were called to be

priests. A national newspaper
headline described the event:
Women Who Changed Britain
Forever.

We were part of a cohort of
women who breathed in the
optimism of the 50s and 60s.
After all, we’d saved Europe (with
a little help from our friends).
Food and petrol rationing had
been a great leveller. The
National Health Service was our
creation, and if you passed the
exams but were poor, you got a
Get-Into-University-Free card.
We married young, had our
children there and then, and
thought bringing them up was
the best freelance job in the

world. We ran a moneyless
economy of mutual childcare,
lifts and clothes-exchange and
enjoyed a freedom we wouldn’t
get again until we retired.
My husband’s job provided
startling contrasts in
accommodation: sometimes a
Scunthorpe prefab, sometimes a
Bristol mansion. In both places I
found a group of women who
wanted to change the world a bit
by forming a local Consumer
Group, linked with the national
magazine Which? We joined the
ongoing Every Child a Wanted
Child national campaign and
battled for free contraceptive
advice, thinking there would be
no more abortions, child poverty

Yvonne Craig Inskip (NC 1955) – A family of women activists

4 spotlight

Yvonne’s daughters, Claire Craig (NC 1979) on a hobbyhorse and
Susannah Wiltshire, getting ready for the Toy Exhibition



5 infocus

This is an exciting time to join Newnham.
There are massive opportunities to
contribute – I’m very involved in the new
accommodation project, for instance. It’s a
privilege to share this landmark moment
in the College’s history. Obviously, there
are economic imperatives to a new
building but what is most important is that
it works for the people for whom it is
meant, be they students, academics or
staff. Without giving too much away, I can
confirm that there are some very exciting
and innovative plans underway!

Before coming to Newnham, I was an NHS finance director,
and had been with the NHS for 20 years. Early in my career,
I was torn between working in education or health – I
identified with the values of both sectors. Having served in
one of them for so long, I felt ready for a change. Newnham
came about at the right time!

As finance director, you are responsible for more than just
money – you’re involved with the buildings, IT and legal side
of things. As part of my last job, I also worked with HR, and
at Newnham, I share Dame Carol’s enthusiasm for making
sure people are happy and feel valued. 

It is fascinating to be part of a self-governing community –
I’ve quickly realised this is something that the people at

Newnham cherish tremendously. It’s challenging but rewarding to
find out how decision-making and business principles and
practices work here. I think Newnham is at a turning point. This is
the time to be loud and proud about who we are, but it’s also
important to demonstrate that we can be progressive and
modern without losing the history and spirit of the place. 

I am very sporty – I’ve participated in
multiple triathlons, and most recently, the
Cambridge half marathon. Being part of
the University has connected me to the city
and the community. I grew up in Oxford,
but no longer know who to support in the
Boat Race. I usually end up just rooting for
whoever is winning!

Jenny was interviewed by graduate student
Srishti Krishnamoorthy (NC 2013)
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and cruelty. It hasn’t quite
worked out like that … We
fought for parents to be
school managers/ governors
and to able to visit their
children in hospital. We
mounted an exhibition of safe,
value-for-money toys in
Scunthorpe Museum. National
coverage meant queues round
the block. We wanted inside
lavatories in every primary
school … and so on. I became
a JP, a TV presenter on
changing marriage patterns
and a Labour Councillor on
the way. You could say my
friends and I created our own
(unpaid and communal)
internships. 

But all this is only one
person’s view. It needs to be
fleshed out by many more
experiences. I have links with
a national journalist who
would like an article about this
‘family’ of women activists.
Does anything of what I have
written remind you of how you
spent those years? I’d love to
hear from you!

If you would like to
contribute your own
memories or photographs,
please do get in touch with
Yvonne (email
ydci@btinternet.com).

You can watch a video
about Silver Action at:
www.tate.org.uk/context-
comment/video/suzanne-
lacy-silver-action
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The Road from Herat: the poems and photographs of
Clare Holtham (NC 1970)
The Road from Herat is no ordinary collection of poetry. First published in 2011, after the death of its
author, Clare Holtham, it records an extraordinary life – one of hardship, travel, adventure, continuous
learning and steely determination. 

Clare’s is a strange and compelling story. Born in 1948 into a politically radical family, she was
abandoned by her mother, and spent her early childhood with her grandfather. In 1953 her father took
her back to London, but she clashed with her stepmother and left home at 15. After a spell on the
streets, Clare managed to obtain O and A Levels and, against all the odds, won a place at Newnham. An
independent-minded student, Clare combined English studies with courses in Russian, and (despite
University regulations) worked part-time at the Cambridge Arts Cinema, where she met her eventual
partner, cinema manager, Eddie Block. 

Clare had several careers. She and Eddie co-founded the Cambridge Film Festival. They moved to
Brighton in the 1980s, turning the Duke of York from fleapit to ‘art house’ cinema. Later Clare travelled
the world as an IT trouble-shooter. When Eddie died, she returned to Cambridge, training as a Blue
Badge City Guide and joining the Poetry Masterclass at Madingley Hall, the University’s Institute of
Continuing Education. She developed rapidly as a poet, winning second prize in Scintilla’s Long Poem
Competition in 2009. 

A review in The Observer described her writing as ‘personal yet lack[ing] egotism’. Many of the poems
and photographs in The Road from Herat record places and people encountered in the 1970s on her
four journeys alone across the Middle East to Afghanistan. On one trip, she ‘married’ an Uzbek chieftain.
A poem, ‘Anointing’, marks the brief union, accompanied by a rare photograph of Clare herself: a young
woman seated cross-legged on the ground beside her strikingly handsome temporary ‘husband’.

On Clare’s death, a travel fund was established in her name, to which her family generously donated all
royalties from the book. A BBC docu-drama on Clare’s life and writing in 2014 (by Sara Davies NC 1968)



Commemoration

Commemoration 2015 was one of the biggest yet; over 200
women returned to celebrate their matriculation from 1945, 1955,
1965, 1990 and 2005. Alumnae from younger years were
particularly thrilled to meet seven women from the first year to
graduate properly from Cambridge. Monica Buckland (NC 1983)
led another fantastic musical
workshop – a highlight being
Valery Rees (NC 1965) having
her first go at conducting (cover)!
Author Sue Limb (NC 1965)
delivered a hilarious after dinner
speech which will be reproduced
in full in the Roll Letter.

Secret Gardens Ball: Auction update
Since the wonderful auction at the Secret Gardens Ball the College
has been progressing plans for the re-development of Strachey.
Specialist landscape gardeners are working with the Garden
Committee to ensure that any proposed landscaping in the scheme
makes the most of our beautiful historic gardens. Until plans for the
re-development are firmed up the Garden Committee feel it prudent
to wait to spend the proceeds of the auction to ensure whatever
project is identified does not then need to be altered or moved to
accommodate the new design. The funds are invested with the
Endowment and specifically designated for a bigger project in the
garden. We are very grateful indeed to all of you who donated prizes
and who bid and have lots of exciting ideas, so watch this space!

The fund now stands at
£13,500. This enables
the award of one grant a
year of £350 – £450. So
far two grants have been
made: one to a project on
contemporary Lithuanian
music and dance; the
other to the reconstruction
of a first century AD farm
in Israel. We think Clare
would have thoroughly
approved of both! Future
sales of the book will
augment the sum.

Published by Five
Seasons Press and edited
by Clare’s Literary
Executor and tutor at
Madingley, Roger Garfitt,
this beautifully-designed
book features poems and
photographs by Clare. 

The second edition is now
available, priced at £8 +
£2.50 p&p from the
Development Office.
Please send cheque with
covering note or
telephone 01223
335757 and pay by credit
card. All proceeds will go
towards the Clare
Holtham Travel Fund.

saw the first edition sell out.
Thanks to the continued
efforts of Jean Gooder,
Clare’s Director of Studies,
we are delighted that a
second paperback edition is
now available: all royalties 
will again support the Clare
Holtham Travel Fund. 
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It was admiration for a fearless, fabulous fleet of female academics that
unexpectedly led me to Newnham in February to recite some poems for the
Literary Archive Event. 

In 1928, Virginia Woolf gave lectures at Newnham and Girton which later
became the basis for A Room of One’s Own, a passionate defence of female
education and an attack on the literal and ideological barriers that prevent
female emancipation. Woolf’s rich influence is one I feel each day in my own
voyage into the enlivening field of academia. My English department’s
building at King’s College London bears her name, its walls plastered with
her pioneering words, her picture standing proud in the foyer: the
foundations of the building itself. My love for her is born out of a fierce,
fervent feminism and a deep identification with the profound and aching
agonies of depression she describes: ‘one goes down into the well and
nothing protects one from the assault of truth. Down there I cannot write or
read; I exist however’ (Virginia Woolf, Diary 3, p.112). 

I, unlike Woolf, received my invitation to speak at Newnham via Twitter.
Enraged by the vile and deeply misogynistic online abuse Newnham
classicist, Professor Mary Beard, faced for the CRIMES of being a woman in
the public eye, over the age of fifty, with an opinion, I hurriedly scribbled a
poem, recorded it in my pyjamas and tweeted it to her as a small token of
solidarity. Before I knew it, lots of people had watched and shared it online,
and I was on the front of a book, in resplendently blue stockings, proclaiming,
When I Grow up I Want to be Mary Beard. 

Mary’s kind support of the poem, and the book, was glorious enough – for a
young, bookish, overly-eager and socially awkward aspirant academic, any
words, encouraging or otherwise, from such an inspirational source are pretty
great! However, receiving a keen tweet from Newnham inviting me to
perform offered even greater delight. 

So, here I was! Able to walk on the grass of the College, as Woolf never
could in her fictional Oxbridge quadrangles: ‘he was a Beadle; I was a
woman. This was the turf; there was the path. Only the Fellows and Scholars
are allowed here; the gravel is the place for me’. I must confess to having a
little feeling of Woolf’s gravel dweller, the trespasser audaciously ‘strolling
through those colleges, past those ancient halls’. However, the welcome I

In February, Newnham celebrated its poetic connections, past and
present, with the third annual Literary Archive Event, Newnham
and Poetry. This special day was packed full of talks and readings
by Newnhamite academics, poets, actresses, alumnae and
students. We were also thrilled to hear from the young poet 
Megan Beech, whose feisty poem ‘When I grow up I want to be
Mary Beard’ attracted much attention on Twitter and led to the
publication of a book of the same name. Here she explains why it’s
so important to be allowed to ‘shout rhyming feminist things’ … 

Megan



received at Newnham allayed all these fears. A day full of warm, wickedly
witty and wonderful women and their words further fuelled my gratitude to
our ‘ansisters’ who have paved the way for women in academia; from gravel
to grass, the poor offshoot college that is Woolf’s Fernham to the home of
some of the most revered female poets and people of the 19th, 20th and
21st centuries.

To hear the work of Newnham poets, past and present, read aloud was a joy,
from the impassioned delivery of the greats by actresses Eleanor Bron (NC
1957), Olivia Williams (NC 1986) and Genevieve Gaunt (NC 2010), to the
work of modern poets Wendy Mulford (NC 1959), Gillian Allnutt (NC 1986)
and Esther Morgan (NC 1988). There was not merely food for thought, but
also excellent food. Equally nourishing was the conversation I had with Dr
Sandeep Parmar, an academic whose work on Newnham poet Hope
Mirrlees (NC 1910) I greatly admire.  

The day celebrated all that I value about being a poet and a woman: good
wine, inspiring women and celebration of fierce female intellect and creativity.
It also acknowledged the battles that women confront daily and the fragile
balance of power and vulnerability that we face as literary and academic
women. The suicides of three of those extraordinary Newnham and
Newnham-associated women, Amy Levy, Virginia Woolf and Sylvia Plath,
attest to the difficulty and hardship of life as a woman writer. Gillian Allnutt
fearlessly explored the burdens of depression as a woman writer through the
suicides of poets Virginia Woolf, Plath, and Marina Tsvetayeva: ‘I cannot say it
is love stops short / of the rope / or the river / the quiet caress of gas in an
uncaring winter’; whilst Dr Rosamund Paice (NC 1993) saved Tennyson’s
Lady of Shallott from her fate as romantically tragic heroine, instead
inscribing her own tale of the experience, in her poem ‘Nearing Camelot’.

It is the words of these amazing literary women, and their enlivening voices,
that force me to voyage out, to write and to shout my poems from the
internet, to dingy London venues, to the halls of Newnham College. Thus, I
leave Newnham enlivened, inspired and content. 

So here’s to all the female academics, the writers, thinkers and friends who
enjoy so many rich privileges that our literary ansisters did not live to see, and
continue to fight for those that still evade us. Here’s to Newnham for allowing
me to shout rhyming feminist things in those halls so steeped in rich literary
history. And here’s to Mary Beard who has taught us the value of female
speech and having the courage and conviction to be erudite, insightful and
incisive, for (giving the last words to Woolf): ‘so long as you write what you
wish to write, that is all that matters; and whether it matters for ages or only
for hours, nobody can say’. 

We are thrilled to report that Megan will be joining
us at Newnham as an MPhil student. We look
forward to hearing more of her fantastic poems! 
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Varsity match successes
Many congratulations to all of our students involved in recent sporting successes!

Lacrosse Emily Birch (NC 2014) played in the Varsity Lacrosse team, who won 15–5.

Eton Fives Hannah Rapley (NC 2014) played for the first Fives team and also won her match.

Hockey Alice Jones and Rachel Brennan (both NC 2014) were part of the W3 Hockey team who
won their Varsity match.

Rugby Emma Clement (NC 2011), Clare Donaldson (NC 2011)
and Jess Gurney (NC 2011) were part of the Women’s Varsity
Rugby Team, who beat Oxford by the fantastic score of 47–0.

The Women’s Varsity Match will be held at Twickenham for the
first time on 10 December 2015. HOLD THE DATE and WATCH
THIS SPACE – we are planning on supporting them. Please email
roll@newn.cam.ac.uk if you’re interested in finding out more!

Graduate success
The Guardian online has printed a summary of a paper delivered by graduate student, Jenna Dittmar 
(NC 2012), at the American Association for the Advancement of Science meeting in San Jose. Last Easter
Term, Jenna delivered a Pudding Seminar presenting her research to College members. Her talk, A
microscopic analysis of human dissection techniques across England from 1700–1900, explored the
importance of examining human cadavers to gain anatomical and surgical knowledge and explained how
evidence of the practice is incredibly rare.

Rowing success
Congratulations to W1 who were overall champions in the Queens Ergs competition. They went on to get
three bumps in the Lent Bumps and rowed over the fourth day only because the boat ahead of them got
bumped – they finished just a length behind the overbump crew, Caius. W1 then went on to take part in the
Women’s Eights Head of the River Race, coming home with a time of 22:56.8, putting them 117th overall,
and 4th of the Cambridge Colleges (7 seconds slower than Jesus, and a mere 3 seconds behind Emma!).

Tripos 2014 
Our students secured more firsts than last year (64 in total) with three firsts with Distinction (two in
Geography and one in SPS). We are delighted that in the challenging Mathematics Part III (which is not
classed) our students were awarded three Distinctions and one Merit; one of our students also received a
Merit in Manufacturing Engineering. In Land Economy one of our students came second across the
University and one of our Geographers came third across the University. In Linguistics, Archaeology and
Anthropology, SPS and Education Newnhamites achieved the top marks across the University. There were
also excellent results in English and Law.
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Meaning of
Success: 
USA talks 
In January, Dame Carol 
was delighted to deliver the
inaugural talk in a series of
discussions planned by
Cambridge in America 
(CAm) in New York,
developing the themes
discussed in the University’s
publication, The Meaning of
Success: Insights from
Women at Cambridge. 
Carol spoke to a packed
room of nearly 50
enthusiastic alumni from
across the University. 
A representative from CAm
said that they were thrilled 
to have struck such a
powerful chord: it was the
biggest turn-out of female
alumnae they’d ever had 
(with a scattering of men!).
Thought-provoking 
questions were asked and
stories shared by women
from a variety of professional
backgrounds. This was
followed by the Cambridge 
in America Day Spring 
Event in March, where
Newnhamite Sarah 
Dunant (NC 1969) chaired 
a panel discussion 
amongst leading Cambridge
women, including 
Professor Athene Donald 
and others.

Elizabeth Peers (NC 1976) and Clare Hohler (NC 1957)
organised a small but perfectly formed Newnham supper in Paris. 
Conversation was non-stop and we hope to see more of you 
next time! Email: roll@newn.cam.ac.uk

Singapore and Hong Kong 
The Principal and Development Director made their now 
annual trip to Hong Kong and Singapore during the Easter
Vacation. They were made to feel very welcome by Newnham
alumnae at a wonderful reception at the Singapore Cricket 
Club, and at a dinner for over 40 alumnae and partners at the
Hong Kong Club (pictured below), hosted by Joy Shan Lam 
Kung (NC 1989). Thank you to all of our very supportive
international alumnae – we are extremely proud of the strength 
of our global network!
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Snapshots of Newnhamite lives

Callie Vandewiele (NC 2013) – Exploring culture, identity,
gender and globalisation

In March 2013 I received both an invitation to attend the fifth year reunion of
my undergraduate graduation, and an offer to study for an MPhil at Newnham
– a dream come true!

After completing my undergraduate degree, I moved to Guatemala where I
worked for a year in women’s education, and encountered what would become
my PhD topic. On returning to the US for a job in youth leadership education, I
realised I would need to complete my education to the PhD level in order to
continue to work effectively either as an educator or activist in the field of
women’s and girl’s leadership education. 

Having been raised in an ‘unschooling’ environment (about which I gave a talk at the 2015 Cambridge
TEDx conference) by my mother (a lifelong educator), the research environment of an institution such as
Cambridge had always appealed to me. Newnham has allowed me to continue to work both inside and
outside my field, where I explore the relationships between culture, identity, gender and globalisation. On
the side I am a stand-up comedian, improviser, public-art enthusiast, dedicated MCR member, and learning
to play the guitar. I am looking forward to a career in which I can help encourage another generation of
women to pursue their dreams.

Hanna Wallach (NC 1998) – The glamour of computer
science

I started at Newnham as an engineering student; however, it became clear
that I was far more interested in computer science. (Turns out, staying up
late trying to keep up with computer science lectures just for fun isn’t a
typical thing to do!) I switched, and I’ve never looked back. 

I'm now a�researcher at Microsoft and an assistant professor in the School
of Computer Science at the University of Massachusetts Amherst. I’m also
a core faculty member in UMass’s interdisciplinary Computational Social
Science Institute. My research focuses on the development of new
statistical machine learning methods for analysing the structure, content,

and dynamics of social processes. I love my job. My work is extremely interdisciplinary: I collaborate
with political scientists, sociologists, and journalists. And I get to study an incredibly diverse range of
topics – one of my projects involves investigating the role of humour and laughter in the Federal
Reserve’s Federal Open Market Committee meetings!

Being at Newnham gave me a passion for promoting and supporting women in computer science.
I’ve co-founded several organisations to address the under-representation of women in computing,
including the now-annual Women in Machine Learning workshop. I was also recently named one of
Glamour magazine’s ‘35 Women Under 35 Who Are Changing the Tech Industry’. Who’d have
thought that becoming a computer scientist would lead to an appearance in Glamour magazine?!



Margaret A. Boden (NC 1955) –
Artificial Intelligence and the 
human mind

Susan Golombok is Professorial
Fellow in Family Research at
Newnham and Director of the
University’s Centre for Family
Research. Her research
examines the impact of new
family forms on parenting and
child development, specifically
lesbian mother families, gay
father families, single mothers
by choice and families created
by assisted reproductive
technologies. Her work has not
only challenged commonly held
assumptions about these
families, but also has contested
widely held theories of child
development by demonstrating
that structural aspects of the
family, such as the number,
gender, sexual orientation, and
genetic relatedness of parents,
is less important for children’s
psychological wellbeing than the
quality of family relationships.
Professor Golombok’s latest
book, Modern Families, which
brings together more than 35
years of research, shows that
children brought up by two
mothers, two fathers or single
parents fare no worse than
those from traditional families.
Her findings demonstrate that
children are most likely to
flourish in families that provide
love, security and support, and
that prejudice and discrimination
are bad for children, whatever
their family structure.

Senior Members

My life started when I came to
Newnham. Well, that’s not quite true: at
school I’d been fascinated by
philosophical questions about religion,
mind and body. Newnham gave me a
chance to answer some of those
questions – and in the process to have
an enormously exciting life.

I came to Cambridge to read Medicine. I
did the Natural Sciences Part I, and then
switched – temporarily, I thought – to
Moral Sciences for my Part II. I was

taught by Margaret Masterman, then heading the Cambridge
Language Research Unit. She was one of the first people to work
on Machine Translation, and the very first to base this on a
thesaurus, not a dictionary. Her approach was hugely influential in
what’s now called information-retrieval – the Google search
algorithm is largely based on work done by one of her students,
Karen Spärck Jones (a former Research Fellow at Newnham).

It was whilst I was at Harvard, doing a PhD in social and cognitive
psychology, that I discovered artificial intelligence (AI). I’d been
aware of it at Newnham, but I hadn’t realised that it could help me
think about the problems that had obsessed me since school.
Arriving in the other Cambridge, I picked up a book which
changed my life. It was Plans and the Structure of Behavior, the
first book to apply the notion of programming to the whole range
of psychology: animal and human, normal and abnormal, and
including not only cognition (language, reasoning, memory,
perception) but also personality and hypnosis. In effect, it was the
manifesto for cognitive science – and it influenced many people
besides me.

I use ideas from AI to guide my thinking about the mind, and to
integrate insights from philosophy, psychology, and neuroscience.
These ideas have helped me to understand, for example, how it’s
possible for human minds to be creative, to follow purposes, and
to have free choice.

When I left Cambridge, I feared my life would never be as exciting
again. But I was wrong. If anything, it’s got ever more exciting, and
it’s all thanks to the wonderful start that Cambridge and
Newnham gave me.
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A gift of opportunity which endures beyond a lifetime – here
the donor and the beneficiary each talk of the important
impact of a legacy

Being supported by money from the 
Sita Narasimhan Fund has completely 
changed my Cambridge experience.

I have been lucky
enough to receive it for
two consecutive years,
as I unfortunately had to
intermit for health
reasons and had greater
financial pressure than
expected when
commencing my course.
The generous provision
through this fund has
enabled me to focus

wholeheartedly on getting the most out of my
Newnham and Cambridge experience; I have been
able to stay up for longer and devote time and
energy to my studies, which have really benefitted.
Doing better in my studies has given me a
confidence in my work which I never thought
possible; I even dare to disagree with supervisors
and lecturers now, and am looking forward to doing
so more, having been given an offer for
postgraduate study at Newnham in 2015–16!

I’ve also been freed up in the ‘life’ part of the ‘work-
life balance’, becoming more involved in the
University equestrian club and going on to captain
the University intermediate A team and organise the
University novice and intermediate teams and
lessons. I have also established a link with the local
Riding for the Disabled group. This time two years
ago I couldn’t ride, and I was back at home having
been recently discharged from hospital, with
studying far from my mind. My life has changed
beyond recognition, and I owe a great deal to the
Sita Narasimhan Fund for its part in giving me the
freedom to enjoy Cambridge and in allowing such
transformation.

Kirsty Jones (NC 2011)

When my mother, Sita Narasimhan (NC 1947),
passed away and left me with custodial power over
her estate, I had no question that I should make a
legacy gift on her behalf to Newnham. 

At a time when
budget cuts at all
levels threaten to
close hard-won
access to higher
education, College
bursaries can make
immeasurable
difference to
individual lives.
Arriving from India in
1947, barely 18, Sita
was chagrined to
find that England
was exactly as
portrayed in the

books that had filled her summers: Austen, Dickens,
Hardy. What she found revelatory was the
magnanimity and open-mindedness of the Fellows
and students who accepted her for the bright
young woman she was and invited her into their
world. From that time onward, she saw Newnham
as a haven for all comers, a place to find oneself, to
be oneself, from which to go out into the world
(maybe never to look back). When she returned as
a Fellow in English Literature, 1966–89, she took
special pleasure in visiting schools that did not
traditionally send students to university to spread
the word about the wealth of life knowledge that a
Cambridge education had to offer any young
woman with a questioning mind. Ever an advocate
of equal opportunity in education, she welcomed
the gradual opening of men’s Colleges to women,
but it mattered greatly to her that Newnham, as a
single-sex College, could offer young women a
protected, nurturing space to come into their own. 

Tanjam Jacobson



My first job
I started work as a trainee at Jones Day in 2012 and qualified into our Global Disputes Practice in
September 2014. I particularly enjoy fraud and white collar crime work, and spend most of my time on
an investigation involving the DoJ, SFO and SEC that I've been involved in since its inception two years
ago. My work is really international, which makes things more complex and interesting. It's great fun

working with colleagues from around the
world and also means that there's plenty of
opportunity for travel. As a trainee, I
particularly enjoyed spending six months
working in our Dubai office and flying with a
colleague to South Africa to interview a
witness! Something I particularly enjoy is
continuing the pro bono work that I started
as a student at Newnham. 

In 2009 I interned in Mississippi at the
Office of Capital Post Conviction with the
help of our US alumnae, who generously
gave me financial assistance through the US
Travel Award. Now as an Associate at Jones
Day I lead a large pro bono team that carries
out work for charities providing legal support
to clients on Death Row. The support I
received as a student really opened doors
for me.

Naomi Miles (NC 2007) 

Young Alumnae
Group
The Young Alumnae Group is up
and running with great success!
Our aim is to connect all young
alumnae (those aged 35 and
under) and organise events that
appeal to its members. We have
had Christmas drinks, a brunch in
London and a pub get together to
cheer on the women on the
Tideway – shame about the
outcome but we had a wonderful
time! Coming up, we are organising
a themed walk through London, a trip to the theatre and a night at the Boat Show Comedy Club. If
anyone would like to hold a Young Alumnae event in their area or has any ideas for the YA, please
contact us through the Young Alumnae LinkedIn page or at rachael.ashton@cantab.net

12  youngalumnae 



newnhamassociates
At first sight my career has two distinct halves: as economist and
financial regulator and then in international development. For me, the
common thread is multi-disciplinary spaces where I felt I could make
a difference. Studying Economics at Newnham was critical in that
journey. It combined my scientific mind-set with an interest in politics

and social development. My Director of Studies, Jane
Humphries, encouraged me to feel that this was what
economics was about. Alongside theoretical papers, my
dissertation was on the impact of European sugar policy on
developing countries. 

After Newnham, I started as a professional economist, before
becoming a financial regulator where I found the multi-
disciplinary environment rewarding. Of course, events of the
last few years have justifiably created many questions for both
economics and financial regulation. Nevertheless, it was
stimulating leading teams to introduce mortgage and general
insurance regulation, to manage the interface with insurance
companies, and to hold firms to account for treatment of retail
customers.

Most recently, in international development, I have returned to the
interests that made me study sugar policy. I have particularly enjoyed
creating mutually beneficial partnerships between the corporate and
not-for-profit sectors. I am happy to discuss any aspect of my career
with Newnham women, and can be contacted via the Associates
website: www.newnhamassociates.org.uk

13 didyouknow
S
a
ra
h
 W

ils
o
n
 (
N
C
 1
9
8
4
)

Ali Smith (NC 1985) writer, was awarded a CBE for services to Literature. Professor Margaret
Louise Brown (NC 1962) was awarded an OBE for Services to Maths Education and to Governance
of Schools in South London. Professor Sarah Elizabeth Dorothy Perrett (NC 1989), Principal
Investigator, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Institute of Biophysics, Beijing, was awarded an OBE for
services to UK/China relations in the scientific field. Claire Milne (NC 1969), Partner at Antelope
Consulting, was awarded an MBE for services to the telecommunications sector. Joan Hunt (NC
1965), Honorary Professor, Cardiff Law School, was awarded an OBE for services to children.
Newnham featured at the heart of a programme presented by historian Amanda Vickery, Suffragettes
Forever! The Story of Women and Power. 650 tickets for the JCR’s Summer Garden Party, A
Spoonful of Sugar, sold out in two hours flat! The Garden Team have built a special duck house to be
placed by the sunken garden during the ‘duck season’. We now have new College pyjamas on sale
(www.newn.cam.ac.uk/alumnae/newnham-merchandise/clothing-and-accessories).

Honorary
Fellows

We are proud that Clare
Balding (NC 1990),
Baroness Jean Coussins
(NC 1970) (pictured),
Professor Pat Simpson and
Professor Janet Todd 
(NC 1961) have all become
Honorary Fellows of Newnham
College.

Greece or Rome? On 19 November, in support of Classics for All, Mary Beard will debate Boris Johnson
in the ultimate clash of civilisations! (See www.intelligencesquared.com for details.)



The paper used for Changing Lives is an environmentally responsible
alternative to traditional virgin fibre. The paper, LumiSilk, is Elemental
Chlorine Free (ECF) fibre from well managed forests where internationally
agreed strict environmental, social and economic standards are adhered
to as independently evidenced by its FSC® Chain of Custody Certification.

Changing Lives is produced by the 
Roll and Development Office 
Newnham College
Sidgwick Avenue
Cambridge, CB3 9DF
roll@newn.cam.ac.uk

Editorial: Rachel Hill
Photography: thanks to Ellie Hayes, 
Stills Photography, Newnham alumnae

Erratum
In the last edition of Changing Lives we reported that Dr Barbara Brend (NC 1959) had named the iris
that she won in the auction after her friend Ann Snee, ‘Flan’ (NC 1959). We wish to clarify that the iris
is named after Flan’s full name, Doctor Felicity Ann Snee, and apologise for the error.



Forthcoming events

The Alumni Festival 
25–27 September
The special reunion years invited for
dinner will be 1960, 1975, 1985 and
1995. This year’s Newnham
Conversation will explore Sex, science
and social change. What does it all
mean for health and health care?
Invitations will be sent in early summer. 

NewnhamRoll Mums Forum
7 November
Fathers and Fatherhood for the 21st
Century
This year’s event will examine how
fathers see themselves and their role
in the family in a new working
environment, and how that can best be
shaped to work with women who are
likely to be working mothers.

For further information about all the
events listed here and in the 
Calendar please contact the
Development Office at:
E: roll@newn.cam.ac.uk
T: 01223 335757
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2015–2016
5 September Friends Event: Virginia Woolf: A Woman of 

Fashion
25–27 September Alumni Festival – alumnae who matriculated 

in 1960, 1975, 1985 and 1995 are invited to
attend the Reunion Dinner and other special 
College events

15 October Formal Hall – MVST
28 October Formal Hall – Classics, Philosophy, Theology
5 November Formal Hall – NSP, HPS, Chemical 

Engineering
7 November NewnhamRoll Mums: Fathers and 

Fatherhood for the 21st Century
18 November Formal Hall – History and Geography
25 November Formal Hall – ASNC, English, Media/Screen/

Visual Arts and Education
27 January 2016 Formal Hall – HSPS and PBS (including 

Archaeology & Anthropology; and PPS)
4 February Formal Hall – Law, History of Art, Music, 

Management Studies, Economics
17 February Formal Hall – Land Economy, Computer 

Science, Mathematics
20 February Law Networking Lunch
24 February Formal Hall – Nat Sci (Bio)
2 March Formal Hall – Engineering, Manufacturing 

Engineering, Architecture
9 March Formal Hall – AMES, MML, Linguistics
9 April Commemoration – alumnae who matriculated

in 1946, 1956, 1966, 1991 and 2006 are 
invited back to Newnham to celebrate their 
special anniversary year

7 May Geography Networking Lunch

Please note: anybody wishing to attend a particular Formal Hall should
check the website in advance in case of alteration.

Follow the tweets
@NewnhamRoll for
the latest news

Newnham College
Business Alumnae
Sign up to the

alumnae-run LinkedIn group and join the 
thriving Newnhamite network

Call for email addresses
The Roll & Development Office is keen
to send out more mailings via email
where this would be welcomed by our
alumnae, as it helps keeps costs down
and is more environmentally friendly.
Please let us know your preference
and check that we have your up-to-
date email address.
roll@newn.cam.ac.uk


